DEFENSE SUPPLY AGENCY
DEFENSE PROPERTY DISPOSAL SERVICE
DEFENSE PROPERTY DISPOSAL REGION OFFICE COLUMBUS
NEWPORT RESIDENCY -STRINGHAM ROAD, BLDG. 115
PORTSMOUTH, RHODE ISLLAND 02871

DPDR-CMS-C 18 January 1974

SUBJECT: Sale of Destroyer Escorts EX-DE- 141 EX-DE-131, EX-DE-241,
EX-DE-242 and EX-DE-254 ' R

TO: Commanding Officer
Naval Inactive Ship Storage Facility
Orange, Texas

1. Subject vessels, listed as items 1, 3, 5, 6 and 7 on Sale 16-4026,
openad on 13 December 1973, have been awarded to Andy International, Inc.,
Ship Dismantling Facility, P. O. Box 3028, Brownsville, Texas 78520 for
$169,999.00. The vessels are to be removed by i9 february 1974,

2. Enclosed are four copies of the DD Form 1427, Notice of Award. Upon
receipt of final payment from the purchaser, the paid in full copy of the
Notice of Award will be forwarded to you authorizing release of subject
vessels. '

3. Three copies of DSSO-SN Form 22, "Inventory and Receipt of Property
on Board Vessels" are forwarded for each vessel for appropriate action,

-

2 Encl _ JOSEPH P. SULLLVAN
. g Chief
Copy furnished: (w/o encl)
CNO (435)
NAVSHIPSYSCOM (043)




OP-431/57
Ser 1242P43

B QCT 1972

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CNO ltr ser 1241P43 of 3 October 1972

From: Secretary of the Navy
To: - Chief of Naval Operations

subj: Survey of OSTERHAUS (DE-164)
~ (DE-242), SWASEY (DE-248), RI
HOLTON (DE=-703)

KEITH (DE- ) TOMICH '
TS -254): and

1. Returned, approved. The OSTERHAUS, KEITH, TOMICH, SWASEY,
RICKETTS and HOLTON shall be stricken from the Naval Vessel
Register on 1 November 1972.

2.  The Chief of Naval Operatlons is granted authorlty to
dlspose of these ships as recommended in tp
and will take the neec .ary action incidg

Isogistics

Copy to: e

SNDL Part I o ‘

21Aa Fleet Commanders in Chief (CINCLANTFLT only)

24C Cruiser Destroyer Force Commanders (COMCRUDESLANT only)

SNDL Part II

Al - ‘Immediate Office of the Secretary

A2A2 Independent Offices (NAVCOMPT, JAG, ONR & OLA only)

A4A Chief of Naval Material

A5 Bureaus -

FF8 - Inspection and Survey Board (PRESINSURV & SUBINSURVLANT .
only)

FKAl - Systems Command Headquarters (less NAVAIRSYSCOMHQ &

, NAVFACENGCOMHQ)

FKL1 Shipyards (NAVSHIPYD PHILA (Code 960) only) .

. FKL7 Inactive Ship Storage Facility (ORANGE)
DSSO PORTSMOUTH .
.DHEW
GSA
SPCC
MMFO (E)

OopPs-00, 09, 090, 09B2, 09B3, 09BY9, 904K, 090R, 10,



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20350 > IN REPLY REFER TO

OP-431/33
Ser 1241P43
ocT 3 1872

From: Chief of Naval Operations
To:  Secretary of the Navy

Subj: Survey of OSTERHAUS (DE-164), KEITH (DE-241), TOMICH
(DE-242), SWASEY (DE-248), RICKETTS (DE-254) and
HOLTON (DE-703)

Encl: (1) PRESINSURV Endorsement ser 1376 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 14-72
of 14 June 72 (OSTERHAUS (DE-164))

(2). PRESINSURV Endorsement ser 1378 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 16-72
of 16 June 72 (KEITH (DE-241))

(3) PRESINSURV Endorsement ser 1370 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 17-72 .
of 16 June 72 (TOMICH (DE-242))

(4). PRESINSURV Endorsement ser 1372 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 18-~72 .
of 19 June 72 (SWASEY (DE-248))

(5) PRESINSURV Endorsement ser 1374 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 20-72
of 26 June 72 (RICKETTS (DE-254))

.(6) PRESINSURV Endorsement ser 1368 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 22-72
of 26 June 72 (HOLTON (DE-703))

1. Enclosures (1) through (6) are surveys of the OSTERHAUS,
KEITH, TOMICH, SWASEY, RICKETTS and HOLTON. These ships are
Destroyer Escorts which were commissioned between 1943 and
1944 ‘and placed out of commission, in reserve after service
in World War II. The ships have not been modernized. In
order to meet the minimum demands of present day operations,
extensive repairs and modernization would be required. The

- costs of such a program are disproportionate to the value of
the ships. ‘ . p

- 2. The President, Board of Inspection and Survey has found
OSTERHAUS, KEITH, TOMICH, SWASEY, RICKETTS and HOLTON unfit
for further Naval service and has recommended that these
-ships be stricken from the Naval Vessel Register. The Chief
of Naval Operations concurs and recommends these ships be
stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 1 November 1972,
as provided for in Title 10, U.S. Code 7304.




!l!' 1‘!!

oP-431/53
Ser 1241P43
ocT 31872

3. Subsequent to striking, authority is requested to dispose
of these ships pursuant to the existing law in a manner most -
advantageous to the government.

4. . Pursuant to the requirements of Title 10, U.S. Code 7307,

and because these ships have been found unfit as required by
law, it is hereby certified that OSTERHAUS, KEITH, TOMICH, SWASEY,
RICKETTS and HOLTON are not essential to the defense of the
United States.

571

D. HL.JACKSON
BY DIRECTION




O1B/uh
DE-241
SER 1378

10 JuL 1972

SECOND ENDORSEMENT on SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE report ser 16-T2
of 16 June 1972

From: President, Board of Inspectlon and Survey
To: Secretary of the Navy
Via: Chief of Naval Operations

Subj: Survey of KEITH (DE-241); report of
1. Readdressed and forwarded, recommending approval.

2. The President, Board of Inspection and Survey concurs in the unfit
finding of the Sub-Board and in the recommendation that KEITH (DE-241)
be stricken from the Naval Vessel Register.

2 @)

H. R. PADBURY

Copy to: Deputy

CNO (OP-43)

CHNAVMAT

CINCLANTFLT

NAVSHIPSYSCOMHQ, (2)

SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE
NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE

DSS0

NAVINSGEN

33330



COMMANDING OFFICER
NAVAL INACTIVE SHIP MAINTENANCE FACILITY
ORANGE, TEXAS 04 :RLW:d1
4730/DE-241
Sub~Bd InSurv 16-72
16 June 1972

From: Senior Member, Sub-Board of Inspection and Survey, Naval Inactive Ship
Maintenance Facility, Orange, Texas

To: President; Board of Inspection and Survey (original and (3) copies)

Via: Commanding Gfficer, Naval Inactive Ship Maintenance Facility, Orange, Texas

Subj: Survey of KEITH (DE-~241); report of

REf (a) CHO ltr OP-431/3j) ser 466P43 of 31 Mar 1972
(b) NAVSHIPSYSCOMHQ 271958Z Apr 72

Exel: (1) Discrepauncy List of KEITH (DE-241) dated 15 - 19 May 1972

1., In accerdsnce with reference (a), the Sub-Board of Inspection and Survey,
Nzval Inactive Ship Maintenance Facility, Orange, Texas, conducted a survey of
KELITE {(DE-241) during the period 15 - 19 Kay 1972, '

Z, The Board finds the XEITH (DE~241) is unfit for further service in that

the repairs herein recommended and the cost of activation and modernization are

disproportionate to the value of the ship for the service to which assigned.

3. The following costs provided by reference (b) substantiate the findings:

a, Acquisition Cost= = = = « = = « =« = = = = ~ - - - - =$ 4,544,273,00
b. Replacement Cost- - ~ = « = = = @ @ - - - - - - - - $20,300,000.00
c. Modernization CoSt= = = = = = = - = = = - « ¢ = = « - $ 4,300,000.00
d. Estimated Cost of Activation- -~ - = = = = = = =« « = = 5 3,300,600.00
e, Estimated Cost of Repairs ~ = = = = = = = « w « o« « & $ 2,600,000.00
f. Estimated Scraﬁ Value = = = = =« « = = = e = = « =« ~ =§ 33,000.00

4, In view of the above findings, the Board recommends:
a. That the KEITH (DE-241) be stricken from the Naval Vessel Register.

b. That all useable equipments as designated by the cognizant technical
systems commands be removed from the ship prior to disposal.

. ¢» That she be disposed of in accordance with the laws and regulations
prescribed for the disposal of Naval Ships.



4730/DE~241
Sub-Bd InSurv 16-72

Subj: Survey of KEITH {DE-241); vreport of I

®.7L. WESTOVER
LCDR., USN

Copy to:
CNO
CNO 0P--43

aey

\:.., C(‘jp iés }

Copy to: (w/o encl.)

CNC 0P-03

CNO OP-34

BUMED

BUPERS

NAVINSGEN
00:JHV:d1
4730/DE-241
Ser: 240

21 June 1972

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on SnMbr, SubBdInSurv, InactShipFacTex 1ltr 4730/DE-241
SubBdinSurv 16-72 of 16 June 1972

From:® vommandlng Officer, Naval Imactive Ship Maintenance Facility, Orange, Texas
Tos President, Board of Inspection and Survey

Subj: Survey of KEITH (DE-241); report of

1. Forxwarded, concurring in the findings and recommendations of the Sub-Beoard.

é{%%4 VOSSELLER

‘dopy to:
(See baste letter)

Y






OP-08BU1SHE/ ju
Ser 3645POPBY
8 Woveabeyr 1587

Desar Ny. Casey:

Your communication w behalf of
Mre, C. W, Christian of kas bheen
glven to me for reply.

Nrs. Christian has asked why her brother, the
late Bilis J. Keithk, Jr., Seaman Sec t.fmw
vas chesen in the oaming of Zscort Ship USS XZITH
(BE-241) launched 21 Decombor 1942, Each Na
is nawmed according to & name source esiabl “for
her type. BEscort Ships are nawed for deceased members
of the Navy, Marime Corps oy Coast QGuard. A4t the time
DE-241 neaded s nams, Seaman Eeith bad recently given
hig life in the service of his country. Foxr meritoriocus
achbdvement as a radioman and gunwer ia an serial attack
on the enemy ia Eiska Harbor 11 June 1942 he was
pesthunously awarded the Air Nedal., His nane was
therefore appropriate for this type of ship, particularly
sc because this ship was being built in Xllis Keith's
home city and state, Houston, Texas, and was to be
launched there. Thers bhave always been many more desexving
nanes of deceased horoic Navy men than there hyre ships to
proudiy bear theirx names. In & very real way, thevrefore,
U558 EEITH represented Seaman Keith and all Texans and all
Awericans whe gallantly served and died for their country.

¥o are enclosing for Mre. Christisn a copy of the
history of U88 KRITH (DE-241) whick will appeay ia the
third volume of the Dictionary of Amexrican Naval l‘% img
Ships, soon to be ¥

tedly has the ci&tm made at the Air Nedal

preseuntation, we are enclosing a cepy of this citation.
Since Mrs. Christian's mothey sponsorsd USS KERITH, Mrs.
Christian will also be interested, I know, in the mleaed
brochure on christening, launching and mmmmg ships
of the U.S. ¥Havy.

Bent wishes in your important work.
Eincersly yours,

ma:‘hﬁ:ob t:aavg 5
House prosentatives
Washington, D. C. 20515 Copy to: OMSECHAV (#34588)

ADYR. DS FIKER X ODGQROISH. Y-G64351. tvoed J.Ward. 11/8/67
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NAVAL MESSAGE ~UNAVY D;EPART‘MENT

RDUTINE

R 1213007 FER 74 _

FM INACTSHIPSTORFAC ORANGE TX

TO NAVSHIPS DET PORTSMOUTH VA INFf1: RUEDASA/DPDR NEW PORT RI
CNO WASHINGTAN DC CHNAVMAT WASHINGTON DC

NAVAL SHIPBUILDING SCHEDULING OFFICE PHILADELPHIA PA
UNCLAS//N04500///

ATTN SHIPS 043
CNO 435
REMOVAL OF SHIPS CONTRACT 16-4026-005, ITEMS 005 AND 007

lo EX-USS KFITH (DE-=241) AND EX~-USS RICKETTS(DE-254)
DEPARTED FROM THIS FACILITY AT 0945, 9 FES UNDER TDW OF
TUGS "TAURUSY" AND "HERMES™ WADE TUWING CNMPANY BROWNSVILLES
TEXAS FOR PURCHASER ANDY INTERNATIONAL INC,, BROWNSVILLE
TEXAS, : h

BT

43(6) +.,.ACT 1
00(1) 09(1) n9133(2) 09BH(3) O9M(1) OYR(L) 090(2) 90(2) 92(5) 01(6)
29(1) 03(3) 30(1) 32(6) 04(2) 40(7) 05(3) 51(5) 53(3) 55(2) 59(2)
094(6) 941(10) 943(5) 007(9) COMPT(4) INSURV(4) OLA(S) PERS(1) NC5C(2)

RECALLED/ ) 1214 ¢ 103

CONTROL NO. PAGE OFf PAGE TIME OF RECEIPT DATE TIME GROUP
3484957043 '
CSN3BTR 6071 1 1 043/16:1 1213007 EER 74
S /0 . -
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. -0On the h4th of Aupgust 1942 a huge crane. swung .a section of
keel into place on‘the building ways of the Brown Shipbuilding -
Company at Houston, Texas, and another unit of the United States
Navy's nmighty fleet of combatant ships was begun., ‘A sign along-
side the building ways read "Hull -No, 241",  Later, the Bame
"KEITH" was assigned in honor of an Aviation Radioman who had
‘given his life in the Aleutians when the Navy Patrol Bomber in
which he was flying crashed after a combat mission, o

. Pre-fabricated scctions were welded in place while work con-
tinued twenty-four hours a day. The hull began to Take form and
on the 2lst of December, only four-and-a-half monthe ITollowing -
the laying of the keel, the Mother of the lad for whom the ship
was to bake her namé crashed a bottle of champagne across the bow
and amidst the chéers of the workmen, the hull slid into th: waters
of Houston Harbor., S : o ]

Work was continued alongside the dock, ‘Bulkheads were fin- .
ished, cables strung, piping fitted, engines, pumps, and the hun-
dreds of other pileces of equipment necessary to make the ship a
fighting unit were installed. ' -

. - Meanwhile, at the Bubchaser Training Center in Miami, Flor-
ida, a nucleus group of the lcading petty officers who would man -
- the ship was being formed and trained in their multiple jobs
“aboard another ship of the same type. Officers, too, wére be . g
selected and traincd for the various positiong they would f. 11
“aboard, -At the Naval Training Centcr in Norfolk, Virginia, the
rerainder of the crew were being indoctrinated to the Navy. )
Those last werc moatly new men in the scrvice while their future
shipmates in Miami were old hands who had been to sea befor : on
other ships, ' - '

July 19, 1943, was the date finally. selected to commission
the ship, thus making her an active menber of the United States
Navy. A month or so prior to this time; the prospective cormand-
ing officer, Lieutenant Drayton Cochran, with.some of the ~hip's
prospective ‘departmental officers, plus the lcading petty officers
. of the crew, had arrived in Iouston and were bueily getting. ac~
gquainted with all the intricate detalls of thoir’new ship, The |
_prospective cxecutive officer, Licutecnant Jack L.  Rinn, with tho
remainder of the officers, had been-transferred to Norfolk, - and
wag organizing the rest of the crow, setting up-watceh bills,.and

supervising all sorts of training for the men. . .

Meanwhile, it was lcarned that the KEIT woull be undor the
cormand of Commander T, C. Dunstan, USNR., ag 5ke "Commodore™ of
Bscort Division SEVEN, abbreviated as "CortDivi™. AlsSo, in the
‘division were Tive of her sistecr ships, U.S.S. I“OORE, U.3.5. R
TOMIGH, U.S.S. J.RICHARD WARD, U.S.S. OTTERSTELT.rR and T.3.8. S

SLOAT,
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cy On July 11, five-officers and 135 enlisted mon boarded a -~

jj“train'ingNeprrt,News5xVirginié. This completed the fubure crew:
- of the KEITH, escept for those already in Houston, Texas. A~ -

- three-day train trip followed. v tired, dirty erowd of men-got

 off the &rain in Houston and reported to- the Receiving Station
- at the Brown Sh;pbuilding~00mpany.‘ ‘ . '

, Three days later, the KEITH was complete and, taken in t ow

by three tugs, moved to’the dpcks of the Tennessee Coal and Iroxn

Works: On the next day, July 19; the officers and men of the '
- KEITH, smartly dressed 1n whites, lined up on her fantail, Short-

1y before 10 A.M., a representative of the Brown Shipbuilding
- Company made a speech’of presentation; The new Captain accepted

the ship for the Navy, a whistle blew, and simultaneously the
. commission pennant and the natlonal flag were hoistéed, The new -

skipper turned to his exccutive officer and ordered, "Set the:
watch!" Instantly the bosun's pipe was heard over the public -
address system and the port watch was piped to-~stations, Lieut-
enant Ralph W. Richardson, the Gunnery Officer, took the deck.,
The uniform of the day was changed dungarees and the crew turncd i
to loading the stores and sparc parts which filled four railroad -~ -
box cars on the deck, Three days later, those carg were erpty. B
A small amount of Diesel fuel was delivered by tank car, enough
to keep the four powerful Diesel engines running a short fimes -

‘ On July 23, the ship got underway under her own power for N
- the first time, steaning down the Houston Ship Canal to a petrol- = |
eum storage tank farm, where'the fuecl tanks were filled to capac- =
©ity, Then, in the afternoon, a short trip took the KEITH to the -
docks of the Army Ammunition Supply Depot. The level of the dock
was so much higher then the deck of the ship that cranes had to
_be used to place’ the cases of shells aboard, Depth charges were
also loaded here., The next afternoon, the KEITH got underway
again and continued on down the Houston Ship Canal and the-Brazos
River toward Galveston Baye R . \ ‘
: ‘A tropical hurricane was coming in, however, and at the eén-
trance of Galveston Bay, it beccme nccessary to anchor with both 4
anchors, Mountainous waves bullt up in thé shallow water and rocked . =
S and pounded the new ship furiously, Thé wind reached a record '
-~ wvelocity of 130 mniles per hour, o

‘ It was two days before the KEITH could get underway. Then, o
. proceeding into Galveston Harbor, she was placed in a floating o
drydock and. lifted out of the water. Her bottom was scraped, Té- -
- moving the launching grease, and anti-fouling paint was applied.

Four days later, the KEITH steamed out of Gelveston and for -

the first time got out of sight of land on the Gulf of Mexico,

She entered the souttwest pass at the nouth of the Mississippi :
River and fought the strong muddy current for 110 milcs t o New
Orleans, Iere she was de-megnetized as much as possible and the
heavy- de-gaussing cables installed. After threc days, during
which the crew had liberty in the strange old city, the KEITH -
again got underway, - B ' , : -
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;rec¢1ved‘orders' an ere:! wa‘tlng for/and a course was 1&1&




alf before, -
vélrs and\modlfica

:»Thrce days lnte'“
arrunition. dock:
_to NOB Norfol

Then, the
2 d;Sound. There the 0,

;chn JI‘. Y




1c'group hud gt A
‘ °ubs in. the North

1n, but was,una
‘,nﬂng.,‘ ;
£, .

_'by °crapin ﬂf;; along the 31de of the shlp,‘Galny
,;KEIEHf ,hed head-on 1nto a flelg of pdbf~

<KEITH nussed ambrose llght and anchor
_ after aayllght,'shc got undcrway and, en
of dece inthé Jharbor, tled up:in. the uTOOk yn‘N
fLuch-needed days of dV&llabllluy followedo %
”7, l9h5, at four in th
‘Cormander of Escort Divi




On April 3rd the CORE\and her_t skugrou g0t
Guantanamoc Bay, Cuba, arrivin@ four da :
o o enained ‘at. anchor, theé escorts went '
eryn and- anti-submarlne ‘exercises;
‘at which time the eéntire group got un @
\’ﬁthere overnlght and 1cqv*n the foll ‘

giTwelve DE's formcd a\barr er ons hur
. erage supplied by the CORE ‘and the
- intercept and destroy . a- largc WOlf=
'-ported headlng for the east coast o
" 23rd, one of the group nade a sohar ¢o tact.
'ﬁbarrier converged to riake . a-search of :
' ) ed through

Just a shart distance from the
“ese, ;ncluding ‘the. KEI
‘ ' i A VGrt

';and several othe 8
. ‘ ernan. prisoners. The ~eapt
'lalming t0 be . searen. After this. 1nc_ nt, ar ;
yuls /it retired to the west and ¢ mmAnc”d‘ﬂea ehing: "




) On May 19, the KEITH steamed out of New York bouna for
1arr1ving ‘the’followity evening, “She tied up to.Pier k4 -in the Sout
~Boston Annex, Navy'Yard Boston,- staylng theré: until Juné 22nd "
ghavinr her nain- engines. cpmpleteay overhauled. “The torpedo tubo
“Were ren ovengnu‘her secondary battery: greatly enlurpéd .
bype srioke. sepesn penerator was built into the fantaill, ‘Many
vchances were rade in  the radio- equipment.‘A fire control directod
was”added on - the' flyan;Abrldge, ineluding a compantrient to house
‘ the new equipment) Pinally, the whole abpearance of the ship was
' hfo‘ﬂdark blue paint On “June 23, she Lpt '
e month for soa trlqls
'R;ahd fest firlng ' he ;
.ond the next day her : a
ywhile Comdr., Geor.e ,‘terbury, former comnandlng Offlccr of‘t he"
~ d: "tain Dunstan as. Oommander or Escort Div 0

e ‘”gostcn on. Junc 25 but returnnd to port whep
it beeﬁme anp rent thatia. hurrlcane off Gape Cod. would be - encou

“tered. Finally, on June 28th,. ‘the KEITH, the. WARD, and tha TOM

.irot,unaerWay;‘and going‘through the Cape Cod Canal sat,cpgrsqf 0

;"“ - On the way to Guantanamo thc three ‘shins. held drllls 1n e
tracking, flag Ao sts, ond ghip handling,. Thcy arrived in Guan=
tanamo on Julyi3, and uly Akth wis celebrated. in style by firing
all the guns durlnc‘gunnery exercises, . After two wecks of drills
. of every sort, the KEITH dnd several othcr-snl s 'sailed: for the-
Paneama Canal, arrivin t Coeo Solo Naval Rcsérv tion in the edrl
-afternoon, There‘was a’busy scene as suppliecs, provisions, fu 5
Tﬁ,cw_publications,aytc., began to orrive aboard. There

conpléte revision of the office files to agree with the

Fleet. Early the next norning the DE'S got underway, - The
day, July 18, was: spent in. vqssage through the 1npressiv‘

Canal, - Finnllyiﬁj X
\ into view, .

2 There was no stop-over ut Balboa and the group eantlnued\out’
}into the Pdcific end steared up 'the west codst of Central Anerlo@
cand. Moxico, Along the wayy exercises were héld in plotting and
£lag Holste: There weére ‘also surprize glnnery. drills. Then, on 1;
July 2 6 th, the DE's" entered San Diefo, There wore four days of
foperatlon al repairs boforc gettlng\underWay gain, Meanwhlle, the
; w node the' most bf thelr last liberty in tae Unlted Statcs for
, on‘ﬁtime to come. i , ,




nally become eifoctive after days ‘of . dalay." . ~
lose northward off .Eniwetok and then northwest to
ing the International Date Line~ on the way, { ;
~ stay at Saipan, long enough' to get mail, fuel and provisions S
aboard, - The next norning, the KEITH and thé MOORE were assigned
a8 escorts for a.small convoy bound for Iwo Jimé, This convoy-
dragged a ‘slow course through the hot, mugey weather, Finally, .
. on September 3rd, \the, convoy arrived at- Iwo, - The following' day
Cthe KBEITH was assigned to'an air-sea ‘Tescue -station between. IWO
.. Jima and Japan. After a Week, she was relieved and came back
. to Iwo for her first mail since leaving Saipan. ' Four days. 1ater,
~after getting more fuel- and provisions, the KEITH returned to its
y‘former station, Her duties included sending weather Teports, ‘-f*
- and ‘honing signals, investigating suspicious objects in the water,
and the moet impoptant, ass1st1ng planes whlch may ‘be in.distress.‘

A This concluaes the history of the. KEITH up to the present ,“
’:date October. 1, 1945, Many changes have been made, not  O6nly 19, k

- her constructlon and ‘equipment; but also in her personnel, = Of i
the original group of ten - officers, only four remain, And of the
- “original crew of 175 men, 24 are now being retu}ned to the U.Ss .
" for release from active duty in accordance with the policies of
‘the Navy Departvent. ‘Although the ship has been in offensive action
'agalnst the eneny for 26 ronths, she has engazed in no anti-aircra
actions and only one surface engagement.4 For: the latter, she.
“Carrys. the ‘insignia of a German submarine painted on her -super-
- strueture and those: men who were abodrd at the time are entitled:
ito wear a bronze star in the American Theetre of Operations Ribbon.
s Durding her tWenty-six monthé of commissioned service,'she has
. Steamed ‘approximetely 150,000 miles and has visited many ports,
. The manner in which she. has gserved her country and - in weathering
the many gales and high seas of the North Atlantic, gives credit
~'not only to her designers and builders, but to the rnen who have Gl
: served in her as well. , S .

. The future duties and employment of the KEITH are unknown to{

Sany aboard at/this time, However, it is known that as long as. she

~remains in. active service, she will eontinue %o uphold and per-_;'
petuate the traditions of the United States Navy. .
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On the first of October the XTITH was relieved of her-"Bird-
~dog" (air-sea'rescue'vessel) dutiesz after staying at Station‘#62
“for two weeks. When the U.S.S. SAHTITRLEE, the ship relieving,

had taken over her duties as station vessel, the KEITH departed,
going back to Iwo Jima. Ehe staycd at anchor for one day, then -
got orders from the SOPA to form in a screen for a convoy con-
sisting of the large merchant shirs at the island, It was necesc-
ary for all large ships to clear the island to avoid a typhoon.’
Two other DE's and the U.S.S. RHIND, a DD, completed the scrocn.
The convoy sailed south to get out of the typhoon's track, Ti3’
course was reversed after traveling approximately 100 miles, be-
cause the typhoon had curved and-lost it's intensity. The nsxt
morning the. ships anchored again, bub had to get underway ti.
following day to avoid another tkphoon, This time the KEITH Lad
four merchant ships to take care of bI" . " itself., However. one
of them became involved with a group ‘teing led by another DE and
did not join the KEITH's groups The KEITH led her three shibs
eastward for two hours, then had orders to return to Iwo, because
the typhoon had abated. After staying at anchor for another two
‘days, she was ordered on the 9th to proceed to Birddog #61, which

ey

gas'located just two hundred miles south of the entrance tc Tokyo
aY¥e ' .

She got underway at dawn, and, passing the numerous volcanic
rock#s that make up the Nanpo Shoto island group, arrived on Sta-
tion the next morning, Here she relieved the U.S.S. SWANSON, o
destroyer, which then returned to Iwo Jima, Station keeping in--
volved no strain on the navigator at this station because of a
cockscomb-shaped rock called Sumisu Jima, which reached sceveral
hundred feet out of the water, just about 15 miles to the west-
ward, This made an excellent radar target by night and served
as well as any buoy or lighthouse in the daytimes The next day
the KEITH had to ruh to the south to avoid a typhoon, but come
back on the following day. Beyond sighting afew ships and schding
homing signals to airplanes nothing happened for twelve days,
 when the KEITH was relieved by the TOMICH, Bhe heard then that
the Divigion Commander had been detached and was returning to the
United States for discharge under the Navy's point system. When
the KEITH arrived at Iwo, she transferred 24 men who rated dis-
charge off the ship., This loss was felt keenly, because all the’
experienced and high-rating men were the ones to go first. Also,
the number of men aboard was getting seriously low, But there was
a new ship's complement allowance announced which indicated. that
during the peacetime it was intended that the ship be run by even
less men than were aboard, The KEITH now enjoyed an entire week
‘at anchor in Iwo Jima's northwest harbor., Three of the most ex-
perienced officers were transferred for-discharge, including the
Executive Officer, Lt,Comdr, F. P, ZOCH, Jr, The former Gunnery
Officer had been at an advanced school in Pearl Harbor, and never .
returned to the ship, because he received his orders for discharge
just after finishing his instruction, The former assistant gunnery
‘officér, therefore, took over as executive officer on -a temporaery
basis, :




rd*and es bllSh a new BerdOg Ctauloq whwcn wou _
tween Iwo Jima and Saipan, When this was done, two ‘ships which

- had been guarding the rouue were sesured and the KEITH became the
~only fadio beacon and rescuc vcsuhl between the two Pacific island

bases., The sea lanes were busy with siaips going north or south angd
many,planes flew overhead, On the 7th of November, the TOMICH re-
lieved the KEITH and the KEITH-went on in to Saipan, The shipts
mail had been'sent to Iwo Jima, however, and thc tangle was fur-~
ther confused, when, after six days at Saipan the KEITH was s¢nt
out on a temporary birddog station and unexpectedly ordered t«

Iwo Jima again, The mail situation was highly involved and un-
favorable, Very little mail was received at Saipan, because “ t

wag belng sent to Iwo Jima, By the time that the mail was roated
to Saipan, the KEITH had gotten underway again and went to I,

- Then, before the mail could come back to Iwo Jima, the KEIU.. vas -

sent from Iwo to establish a new birddog station on the route
from Marcus Island.

She stayed on this statlon for four days, sighting only
occasional airplanes, In the early morning of the 24th of Novem-
ber, . she went alongside a tanker and took aboard an officer,who
wags very 111, to rush him to the hospital at Iwo Jima, A hd¢t1n
Mariner plané was sent out from Iwo to pick up this officer and
fly him back, But thé-sea was too rough and the plane was unahle
to land, At 9 30 A.M,, the KEITH started her trip to Iwo with the
passenger, She made the fastest speed she could sustain without
damaging her engines and arrived at the island at 9:00 the next
morning, An ICVP was waiting when she anchored and the paticnt’
was put aboard it in-his stretcher to be taken to the hospi%al.
He recovered rapidly, and was seen thwo days latcr enjoying *he
music at the officers' club and expectantly awdéiting trancorta-
tion back to the States for his discharge., The next few dsys
were spent going and coming from a special birddog statlon just
160 miles south of Iwo, The station required a vessel only dur-
ing the forenoon and was secured at 1300 sach dayo

On the-5th of Novembcr, the long-gwaitéd relief for Lt, Comdr
WoW.Patrick, the skipper, met thce ship at Iwo, Ile was Lt,.Comdr,’
Edward C, Hines, Jr., thé first Regular Navy Line Qfficer cver to
be attached to the KEITH. He graduated from Annapolis in the class
~of 1941 and had been executive officer of the battle-veteran
destroyer, U.S.S. ALLEN M, SUMNER, While the KEITH made another
trip to the temporary station, the captain's relief had an oppor-
tunity to observe the ship at General Quarters and Abandon Ship
Drills, He went thpouugh the enbire ship on an inspection trip and
carefully examined the records of the ship's finances and publi-
‘cations. On the 7th, in a ceremony on the boat deck, the command
was changed. That evening the new captain got the Shlp underway
and headed out to the birddog station between Tokyo and Marcus,
which had been tended by the TOMICH since the KEITH had left it
with her hospital patient. She relieved the TOMICH in the carly -
morning of the 9th and started patrolling, Rough, chilly weather,
with strong winds prevailed and the ship rolled and pitched a
great deal in the seas, The station was patrollecd for a week when
the KEITH was relisved by the U.S,S. WILHOITE (DE-397), another
destroyer escort. Then she set course for Iwo Jima and arrived the-
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nxt @mlm .-

o
This brings the snronic’ e or the 7.9.8, KEITH up. to the
date of December 17, 1G45. “le was shiil at Two Jima at the
time of this writinge Personiteil are o% a new 1ow, there being
100 less men aboard now thaw when *he avy‘’s vcint discherge
system was £ irst announced.,® Nonu ot the nlficers and only
twenty of the men who pul tae ship into commission remain
aboard, Of these twenty men, mcsc are in the Regular Navy.

*The billet of executive officer has been passed to thc-
officer next senior to the Captain ‘and has changed hands tlree
times in two months as thess men hecame eligible for dischi1 €,
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- On the first of October the KEITH was relieved of her "Bird-
dog" (air-sea 'rescue vessel) dubies after staying ab Station‘#62 7
for two weeks, When the U:.S.S. SATIWRLEE, the ship relieving,
had taken over her duties as station vessel, the KEITH departed,
going back to Iwo Jima. £he staycd at anchor for one day, then
got orders from the SOPA to form in a Bcreen for a convoy con-
sisting of the large merchant .shirs at the island, It was neceso-
ary for all large ships to clear the igland to avoid a typhoon.’
Two other DE's and the U.S.S. RHIND, a DD, completed the scraci..
The convoy sailed south-to get out of the typhoon's track, Ti:z
course was reversed after traveling approximately 100 miles, l.e-
cause the typhoon had curved and-lost it!'s intensity. The nsxo
morning the ships anchored again, but had to get underway tio
following day to avoid another tRphoon. This time the KEITH Lad
four merchant ships to take care of oy . ~ itself, However . one
of them became involved with a group Leing led by another Ik and
did not join the KEITH's group.:The KEITH led her three ships
eastward for two hours, then had orders to return to. Iwo, because
the typhoon had abated. After staying at anchor for another two
days, she was ordered on the 9th to proceed to Birddog #61, which
was located just two hundred miles south of the entrance to Tokyo

Bay..

She got underway at dawn, and, passing the numerous volcanic
rocks that make up the Nanpo Shoto island group, arrived on sta-
tion the next morning, Here she relieved the U.S,.S. SWANSON, &
destroyer, which then returned to Iwo Jima, Station keeping in-
volved no strain on the navigator at this - station bscause of a
cockscomb-shaped rock called-Sumisu Jima, which reached several
hundred feet out of the water, just about 15 miles to the west-
ward, This made an excellent radar target by night and served
as well as any buoy or lighthouse in the daytime, The next day
the KEITH had to run to the south to avoid a typhoon, but came
back on the following day. Beyond sighting afew ships and sending
homing signals to airplanes nothing happened for twelve days, '
when the KEITH was relieved by the TOMICH. She heard then that
the Division Commander had been detached and was returning to the
United States for discharge under the Navy's point system. When
the KEITH arrived at Iwo, she transferred 24 men who rated dis-
charge off the ship, This loss was felt keenly, because all the-
experienced and high-rating men were the ones to go first, Also,
the number of men aboard was getting seriously low, But there was
a new ship's complement allowance announced which indicated that
during the pesacetime it was intended that the ship be run by even
less men than were aboard, The KEITH now’enjoyed an entire week .
at anchor in Iwo Jima's northwest harbor. Three of the most ex-
perienced officers were transferred for-discharge, including the
 Executive Officer, Lt,Comdr, F, P, ZOCH, JT. The former Gunnery

Officer had been at an advanced school in Pearl Harbor, and never
returned to the ship, because he received his orders for discharge
just after finishing his instruction, The former assistant gunnery
officér, therefore, took over as executive officer on a temporary
basis, ' ’ '




.2§§ff eres. t
and e 8 L wokld be halfway b
en. - d¢ne,; two ships which

were sgoured and the KEITH became the:
16 vessel between the two Pacific island
L
many planes flew overhead, On the 7th of November, the TOMICH re-
lieved the KEITH and the KEITH:-went on in to Saipan., The shir‘’s
mail had been‘sent to Iwo: Jima, however, and thc tangle was f -
ther confused, when, after 8ix days at Saipan the KEITH wos scnt
out on a temporary birddog station and unexpectedly ordered t
Iwo Jima &gain, The mail situation was highly involved and n -
favorables, Very little mail was received at Saipan, becausec .
wae being-sent to Iwo Jima. By the time that the mail was rc..cd
to Saipan, the KEITH had gotten underway again and went to I »,
Then, before the mail could come back to Iwo Jima, the KEIU. .os-
sent from Iwo to-establish a new birddog station on the route
from Marcus Island. - -

She stayed on this station for four days, sighting only
occasional airplanes, In the early morning of the 24th of Novem-
ber, she went alongside a tanker and took aboard an officer,who
wgs very 1ill, to rush him to the hospital at Iwo Jima, A Martin
Mariner plané was sent out from Iwo to pick up this officer and
fly him back, But thé-sea was too rough and the plane was unable
to land, At 9:30 A.M,, the KEITH started her trip to Iwo with the
passenger, She made the fastest speed she could sustain without
damaging her engines and arrived at the island at 9:00 the next
morning, An LCVP was waiting when she anchored end the patient’
was put aboard it in-his stretcher to be taken to the hospiinl,
He recovered rapidly, and was seen thwo days later enjoyving the
music at the officers' club and expectantly awaiting transjorta-
tion back to the States for his discharge, The next few daya
were spent going and coming from a special birddog station just
160 miles south of Iwo, The station required a vessel only dur-
ing the forenocon and was secured at 1300 each day,

On the- 5th of November, the long-gwaitéd relief for Lt.Comdr.
W.W.Patrick, the skipper, met the ship at Iwo, He was Lt,.Comdr,
Edward C. Hines, Jr., thée first Rcgular Navy Line Officer cver to
- be attached to the KEITH, He graduated from Annapolis in the class
of 1941 and had been executive officer of the battle-veteran
~ destroyer, U.S.S. ALLEN M. SUMNER, While the KEITH made another
- trip to the temporary station, the captain's relief had an oppor-
tunity to observe the ship at General Quarters and Abandon Ship
Drills, He went thpough the entire ship on an inspection trip and
carefully examined the records of the ship's finances and publi~
cations, On'the 7th, in a ceremony on the boat deck, the command
- was changed. That evening the new captain got the ship underway
and headed out to the birddog station between Tokyo and Marcus,
which had been tended by the TOMICH since the KEITH had leff it
with her hospital patients She relieved the TOMIGH in the carly -
morning of the 9th and started patrolling, Rough, chilly weather,
with strong winds prevailed and the ship rolled and pitched a
great deal in the seas, The station was patrolled for a week when
the KEITH was relieved by the U.S.S. WILHOITE (DE-397), another
‘destroyer escort., Then she set course for Iwo Jima and arrived the

werc busy with ships going north or south and
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This bringe the suronic e orf the T.0.3, KEITH up to the
date of December 17, 1645, SLa was s5ill at Two Jima at the
time of this writing., Personuel acre 3%t a new low, there being
100 less men atoard now than vhen *the Wavy s pcint discherge
system was f irst amnounced.”™ Nonu of the nlficers and only
twenty of the men who pul tae ship into commission remain '
aboard, Of these twenty men, mcsc are in the Regular Navy.

*The billet of executive officer has been passed to th«
officer next senior to the CTaptain and has changed hands t!'ce’
times in two months as thess men bhecaine eligibleé for dischiize,
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Z1lio Judscn Keith, Jr. was born at Houcton, Texas on

30 June 1919 and entercd the Navy as a Scaman Sceond Class on

- 2 October 1941. He was assigned-as a radioman and gunner on

a patrol plane thau flew on aerial bombardments and strafing

affl attacks on enemy ships in the Aleutisza Islenda., He wes

_kiiled~in action 11 June 1942, during a micsion over Kiaka

Harbor. Seaman Keith was awerded the Adr Hedal ' pos thumouulj e

‘ ror,his,COﬁrage and fortitudc.

(DE-2411 dp 1,200; L. 30605 ba 26175 drs 897 8. 21 kej

cple 186; a. 3 31, & LO~mn,, 10 20~m., 2 DCT, & DCP,
3 21" tty ¢l. Edsall)

“Keith (DE-241) was launched 21 Decembef 1942 by Brown

:vShip Bullding Co., Houston, Texas; sponsored by Mrs. Ellis Ji =

- Keith, Sr., mother of Secaman Keith} and commissioned 19 July

1943 at Houston, Texas, It. D. Cochron, in commands

After shakedown and training exercises out‘of'Bermuda, o

;‘KOth sailed from Norfolk 14 ueptcmber 1953, on the first of

”".three voyages escorting convoys from East Coast ports to Gibralters

After returning from the 1ast convoy escort duty 22 February

. 1944, Keith undervwent extensive rofresher training and participated
4n antlsubmarine warfare exercises before sailing on 15 March ¢

~as part of eftcort carrier Tripolils newly=formed hunter-killer

”group.: Wifﬁ“this group she patrolled the coastal wéters of the




)

”fH'Atlantic froﬂ Brazil to Newfoundlend in quest Of d0?$13
' “”enemy vubmqunns, In ddly bn jOlﬂed a similar group operﬁﬁiﬂg

| 4vwith cpeo ot carrior Corce

~On 30 August, this hunter-killer group contactcd an en@mw

. gubmainp, Koith ass 15uing in the secarch, made txo hcdfehog "%j“"Fff

acks with 1nconc1uulve results.
Keith continued to operate v ith the huntora*)riller g“oup

patrollinv the vast waters of the Atlantic, escoriing cpnvoys,;,";

frem fzid ocean point® to the Unlccd States, mzoriné and
~ .anchoring at Brazil, Bermuda, Argentia, Cub“, and various porta -

nthe United States. T T e

On 23 April 1945, the hunterwﬁillc group operating as é’

'i4comb1ncd force against a largs wolfpack of U“b03b39 Bpottnd a ;‘.A
‘_partially submerged submarine and the entire scoutlnﬂ parby |
;.proccodcd to lnvosuigate. thile searching the. next aay} gggggi:

“l‘a destroyer escort in compeny, was torpedoged and sunke Keithl
tland ﬁas: gr'up sh heuaed ta position wnnre Davis had gone dawn
-~ and Iauncled & pevere depth charge attack that lebcd seme . _f
,{.12 hours before foreing U=556 to surface. The destroyer esccrhs

- opened fire on the submrine and Keith made two direct hits before

,fothe73460at*sﬁnk. After the engagems mént Keith rescued 4 survivors

.frcm the sub.

On m1d~Ju1y3 Kelth departed S Guantanauwo Bay, Cuba fbr

‘duty 4n the Pacifics

Xeith found herself in Pearl Harbor at the end of hostilitles

and got underfay to Saipan for escort duty and mop-up operations.

Shortiy after arriving there on the last day of Auggst, sﬁe was




Y - assigned :1€,%:t::z air sca=rescus shation bebueen Ivo ik Jimﬂ:'

“'jléénd Japan viiere she operated unbil 20 Decombar, At the end of
the yeap Keith salled for China arriving uhanghai on the last.ix
.day of Decembers She remained there patrolling ond cucortir&;,z
.ﬁlveésels until sailing for home on 10 April 1946 via Pearl Harbcr'-4i
én ‘the Panama Cenal arriving at Charles ston, S. C. 15 Iay l9h6.‘
'“Kevth vag towed to Creen CQve Sprin 13, Florida wrnre ehe vag V
decommicsicned and placed on reserve 20 uCDﬁCmPCP 916.

FOLtH r@ceived one battle star for Jorld Wor II service. a
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UP=cO-D=H , NAVY DBEFAHRIMEN'L
_ OFF' 6 THE CHILF OF NAVAL OP‘AWI\TS
serial No. 126023 | WASHINGTON !

S04 30 63
FIRST ENDORSEMENT '
on BuPers ltr P-204-~ RJS
‘dated April 29, 1943
May 4, 1943,
Froms The Vice Chief of Naval Operations;
. To: _ The Secretary of the Navy.

Subject: Approval of names Gloucester, Belfast, and Long Beach
for Frigates now under construction. Assignment of
names JScott, and Keith to DE-214 and DE-241
respectlvely.,

1. Forwarded, recommendln approval of the names for

the vessels indicated:

Recommended Name Classification

GLOUCESTER : PF 22
In honor of the City '
of Gloucester, Mass.

LONG BEACE ‘ - PF 34
In honor of Long Beach,
California-

BELFAST PR 35
In honor of BRelfast,
Maine : '

2. Uncer date of December 8, 1942, the Secretary of the
Navy approved the changing of the name SCOTT, for escort vessel.
DE-241, and assigned tbe name KEITH, in honor of the late seaman
Ellis Judson eith U.S5.N, On the same date, the Department approved
the reassignment of the name SCOTT to DE~214 bu17dfnw at the Navy
Yard, Phlladelphia, Pennsylvania,

Jy H, NEVWTON,

Acting.
OP-25-S~EB ' - - SECOND ENDORSEMENT ay 4, 1943.
Serial No. 126123 ' '
Froms The Secretary of the Navy,
Tos The Vice (Chief of Naval Operations
1. Approved,
FRANK KNOX.
Copy tos

Cominch (4), CinCPac, CinClant

BubPers (90), Comdt. 8 ND, Comdt. 9 ND, Comdt. 11 ND

Comdt. NY Mare Island, California, Comdt, NY, Phila., Penna,

The Bureaus and offices and Divisions of the Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations

All ships and stations (via SecNav Semi~-Monthly Bul.)







»e deo
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ACTION:  YCNO ATRUAILGRAY LEK
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Date Stricken Final Disposition

Subsequent Merchant Service
And Nemes

Battle Stars

Remarks




TYPE: DE 24
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NAME: /\/E ITH
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ASSIGNMENT:

NHovsfon, Tena 8

Evaporators Capacity

Commission Conversion Yard Fleet /
Report for Shakedown Fitting-Out Yard , Squad.
Ready for Service Home Yard C /75 ] Fow Group
REMARKS: Comdg.Offi
. é: g‘,' &ﬂ
LENGTH. < 4g ¢ BEAM: ¢+~ 7 DISPLACEMENT. /&5, o DRAFT LOADED:
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Refrig. Storage Mines o
Heaviest Boom Capacity Radar -
Tons HF /DF —
Towing Engine Sound Gr, o
C.I.C. -
Jamm. Equip.
Aircraft -
Land. Boats
No. Screws Type Propelling Unit S, Hp.
Boilers No. Pressure Last Docked._
AC or DC Voltage Next Docking

Next Overhauy
Last Re-gunn
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REFERENCE SOURCES: NAME AND DESIGNATIOM
USs3 KB, (DB 241)
PERIOD OF SERVICE SO NAMED
10475
STATISTICAL DATA
TYPE: BUILDER
CLASS
LAUNCHED:
MAIN ARMAMENT SPONSOR
LENGTH: NAMED FOR:
BEAM: ACQUIRED:
DRAFT: iST COMMISSIONED: 10 Julv 10947
DISPLACEMENT: IST COMMAND ING OFFICER:
SPEED: CHANGES IN STATUS
COMPLEMENT: RE3/0C Jan. 1947, berthed in Fla.
FINAL DISPOSITION name chgd from SCOTT to KEITH on 8 Dec. 1942

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

COMBAT OR OTHER OPERATIONS:

SHIP HISTORICAL IDENTIFICATION CARD OPNAV FORM-5070-10 (9-54)

A-15638
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N OP-431/33
~ Ser 1242P43

| 5 QCT 1972
FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CNO ltr ser 1241P43 of 3 October 1972

From: Secretary of the Navy
To: - Chief of Naval Operations

Subj: Survey of OSTERHAUS (DE-164), KEITH (DE-241), TOMICH

(DE-242), SWASEY (DE- 248) , RICKETTS (DE-254) and
HOLTON  (DE~703)

1. Returned, approved. The OSTERHAUS, KEITH, TOMICH, SWASEY,
RICKETTS and HOLTON shall be stricken from the Naval Vessel
Register on 1 November 1972.

2. . The Chief of Naval Operations is granted authorlty to
dlspose of these ships as recommended 1n Te Lk

Copy to:

SNDL Part I

21A Fleet Commanders in Chief (CINCLANTFLT only)

24C Cruiser Destroyer Force Commanders (COMCRUDESLANT only)

SNDL Part II

Al ‘:Immediate Office of the Secretary

A2A Independent Offices (NAVCOMPT, JAG, ONR & OLA only)

AdA Chief of Naval Material

A5 Bureaus

FF8 . Inspection and Survey Board (PRESINSURV & SUBINSURVLANT
only)

FRAl - Systems Command Headquarters (less NAVAIRSYSCOMHQ &
NAVFACENGCOMHQ)

FKL1 Shipyards (NAVSHIPYD PHILA (Code 960) only) .

. FRL7 Inactive Ship Storage Fa0111ty (ORANGE)
DSSO PORTSMOUTH
DHEW
GSA
SPCC
MMFO (E)
OPs-00, 09, 090, 09B2, 09B3, 09B9 904K 090R, 10,
03, 32, 33, 35, 40, 41, 094, 095, 908, 973 only

/

/;552fg7rtn&/




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20350 - IN REPLY REFER TO

OP-431/33
Ser 1241P43
ocT 3 1872

From: Chief of Naval Operations
To:  Secretary of the Navy

Subj: Survey of OSTERHAUS (DE-164), KEITH (DE-241), TOMICH
(DE-242), SWASEY (DE-248), RICKETTS (DE-254) and
HOLTON (DE-703)

Encl: (1) PRESINSURV Endorsement ser 1376 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 14-72
of 14 June 72 (OSTERHAUS (DE-164)) '

(2). PRESINSURV Endorsement ser 1378 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 16-72 .
of 16 June 72 (KEITH (DE-241))

(3) PRESINSUL.. fdndorsement ser 1370 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 17-72
of 16 June 72 (TOMICH (DE-242)) &

(4). PRESINsU..V Endorsement ser 1372 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 18-72 .
of. 19 June 72 (SWASEY. (DE-248))

(5) PRESINSURV Endorséement ser 1374 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 20-72
of 26 June 72  (RICKETTS (DE-254))

.(6) PRESINSURV Endorsement ser 1368 of 10 July 72 on
SUBINSURV NAVINACTSHIPFAC ORANGE rpt ser 22-72
of 26 June 72 (HOLTON (DE-703))

1. Enclosures (1) through (6) are surveys of the OSTERHAUS,
KEITH, TOMICH, SWASEY, RICKETTS and HOLTON. These ships are
Destroyer Escorts which were commissioned between 1943 and
1944 and placed out of commission, in reserve after service
in World War II. The ships have not been modernized. In
order to meet the minimum demands of present day operations,
extensive repalrs and modernization would be required. The
. costs of such a program are disproportionate to the value of
the ShlpS. . p

2. The President, Board of Inspection and Survey has found
OSTERHAUS, KEITH, TOMICH, SWASEY, RICKETTS and HOLTON unfit
for furthel Naval service and has recommended that these
ships be stricken from the Naval Vessel Register. The Chief
of Naval Operations concurs and recommends these ships be
stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 1 November 1972,
as provided for in Title 10, U.S. Code 7304.

, /oy
A’//”CW\
7 / M




oP-431/57
Ser 1241P43
0cT 31972

3. Subsequent to striking, authority is requested to dispose
of these ships pursuant to the existing law in a manner most
advantageous to the government.

. 4. . Pursuant to the requirements of Title 10, U.S. Code 7307,

and because these ships have been found unfit as required by

law, it is hereby certified that OSTERHAUS, KEITH, TOMICH, SWASEY,
RICKETTS and HOLTON are not essential to the defense of the ’
United States.

BY DIRECTION
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ATTN SHIPS 043

CNO 435

REMOVAL 0F SHIPS CONTRACT 16~4026~005, ITEMS 005 AND 007
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1. EX-USS KFITH 241)° AND EX=USS RICKETTS(DE-254)

DEPARTED FROM THIS FACILITY AT 0945,-.9 FFB UNDER TOW OF

TUGS "TAURUS™ AND "HERMES" WADE TUWING COMPANY BROWNSVILLES

TEXAS FOR PURCHASER ANDY INTERNATIONAL INC., BROWNSVILLE
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